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List of acronyms and terms 
 

Minister 
 

Minister to whom responsibility for the Trust is assigned 

NGO 
 

Non-governmental Organisation 

Council 
 

Council of the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago 

Trust/  
National Trust 
 

 
National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago 

The Act 
 

National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago Act, Chap 40:53. 
 

Inventory The Inventory of Heritage Assets is the official record of historic properties in 
Trinidad and Tobago that are of value to local communities and the nation and 
are worthy of notation and preservation. This was compiled by way of public 
consultations and nominations by NGOs, government agencies as well as the 
Trust and general public. This catalogue is by no means exhaustive and any 
additions are subject to the approval of the Landmarks Sub-committee. 
 

Listed Property  
 

 
A property of interest that has completed the process of listing and is 
protected under the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago Act, 40:53. 

 
WHL 

 
World Heritage List (UNESCO) 

 
Emergency 
Listing 

 
A site or property which may not be on the Inventory and is deemed to be 
under threat and/or requires urgent fast-tracked listing. 

 
Landmarks Sub-
committee  

 
Council-appointed Special Committee responsible for the vetting of dossiers, as 
well as the identification of properties for inclusion in the Inventory of heritage 
assets and properties considered for listing. The Sub-committee meets at least 
once per quarter. 
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2019 Listed Properties of Interest: Knollys Tunnel 
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This technical document provides a written standard operating procedure for listing properties of 
interest pursuant to section 8 of the National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago Act Chap. 40:53 (hereafter 
“the Act”) and  the National Trust Regulations of the Second Schedule of the Act (“the Regulations”).  
 
This Policy was designed to clarify any uncertainties and avoid misinterpretation of the statutory 
provisions governing the listing process, ensuring that staff and Council of the National Trust adopt an 
approach that is in alignment with the statutory framework regulating the listing process.  

Starting in 2015, staff have endeavoured to document and streamline the statutory formalities that 
govern listing properties of interest to ensure a robust understanding of the process.  Now having 
addressed initial issues arising from an unconstituted Council, administrative changes, human 
resource limitations, the pending quinquennial strategic plan and legal support, the Trust has 
completed the listing of 30 properties of interest as published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette No. 
173, Vol. 58 dated Thursday 5th December, 2019.  The Heritage Preservation and Research 
Department managed and executed the listing process with ongoing support and direction from the 
6th Council and it was agreed that the process should be documented in a policy to provide a road map 
to staff and consultants for future listing exercises.  

Moreover, this Policy refers to the Act, the legislative framework of the National Trust, providing 
procedural notations to explain the step by step methodology adopted in the 2019 listing which serves 
as a procedural model. This Policy is an internal working document designed for staff and consultants 
and should be read in conjunction with the Act before undertaking any listing exercise. 

 
2019 Listed property of Interest: Nelson Island 
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A. What is listing? 
 

Listing is a legally binding process that provides protection and recognition to properties of interest 
which are of national significance in Trinidad and Tobago.   Pursuant to the National Trust of Trinidad 
and Tobago Act Chap. 40:53, listing is defined as the identification, cataloguing and recording of any 
property of interest. Property of interest is defined in the Act as any monument and any fossil, place 
or site of natural beauty or national, historic, scientific or archaeological interest; whereby 
‘monument’ means any building, structure or other work of man or nature, whether above or below 
the surface of the land or the floor of the sea, of national architectural, aesthetic or historic interest. 
These sites and objects are important physical reminders of our nation’s past and our legacy to future 
generations.   
 
Section 5 of the Act identifies listing among core functions of the Trust which inter alia is established 
for the purpose of:  

(a) listing and acquiring such property of interest as the Trust considers appropriate;  
(b) permanently preserving lands that are property of interest and as far as practicable,  
      retaining their natural features and conserving the animal and plant life;  
(c) preserving, maintaining, repairing and servicing or, arranging for the preservation of  
      property of interest other than land and where such property of 
interest comprises buildings, augmenting the amenities of such buildings and their 
surroundings.  

 
Pursuant to the Act, all listed sites are given protection against unauthorised demolition, change, 
alterations or against any person who damages, injures or defaces any listed property;  such person 
shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of $5,000.00 and, where the Court so orders, shall 
compensate the Trust for repairing and restoring the property.  

 

B. The Significance of Listing 
 

The National Trust has been empowered by an Act of Parliament to safeguard the buildings, lands, 
monuments, and items that form our tangible heritage. Tangible cultural heritage is a non-renewable 
and diminishing resource. It is simultaneously the most vulnerable and most visible aspect of our 
shared cultural identity. While such sites are not used exclusively for recreation and tourism, heritage 
visitors stay longer, and visit twice as many places, on a per trip basis. This shows that heritage 
preservation can make a noteworthy contribution to GDP by generating a heritage economy. 
Preserving our heritage stands to deliver net benefits to a community with positive economic, social 
and environmental outcomes. The niche skill set required for conservation work on a historic building, 
the production of unique materials and crafts or heritage management all contribute to job creation 
and can stimulate a heritage economy.  
 
It is recognised that heritage protection in Trinidad and Tobago requires a multi-sectoral approach 
and relies on inter-Ministerial collaboration. However at present, sites and artefacts in the country are 
managed by private owners and/or responsible agencies. The National Trust does not automatically 
assume ownership or management of a site/asset once it is listed, nonetheless, it holds a central role 
in regulating any development or change to the listed property.  An overview of the current situation 
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of heritage management in the country is provided in Table 1 which itemises key stakeholders and is 
by no means exhaustive.    

  

 Table 1: Heritage management in Trinidad and Tobago: key stakeholders 

 Levels Agency/Organisation  
  
Global 

• On the global level, Trinidad and 
Tobago’s National Commission for 
UNESCO has nominated 3 sites 
(Banwari Archaeological Site, Tobago 
Main Ridge, Pitch Lake) to the World 
Heritage Tentative List and has the 
capacity to nominate many others to 
the WHL.  

• International Conventions regarding 
heritage that have been signed by the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago. 

  
National • The National Trust of Trinidad and 

Tobago 
• Town and Country Planning Division 

(assists in regulating development) 
• Property and Real Estate Services 

Division  
• Office of the Commissioner of State 

Lands, Land Management Division 
(responsible for the administration of 
State land) 

• Environmental Management Authority 
for Environmentally Sensitive Areas 

• Various Ministries own and manage 
properties of Interest (e.g. Ministry of 
National Security manages Fort Picton/ 
Ministry of Community Development 
Culture and the Arts manages Killarney) 

• Tobago House of Assembly 
• Other government agencies and 

authorities (Ministry of Local 
Government, etc.) 

  
Local • 14 Regional Corporations 

• NGOs/CBOs 
• Businesses/corporate entities 
• Communities and private owners 
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2019 Listed Property of Interest: St. Vincent Jetty Lighthouse 
  

C. Guidelines for the assessment of properties of interest for listing 
 

The purpose of this section is to guide the overall assessment and selection process by identifying key 

criteria used when recommending sites/assets for properties of interest. Given economic, human and 

institutional resource constraints, heritage sites are subject to in-depth analysis to determine the 

significance of each site and to prioritize properties for listing.  

The significance of heritage is the underlying justification for heritage preservation and it is crucial to 

have a comprehensive understanding of the nature and the measure of significance of a heritage site 

to a society in order to preserve the values of that place. This also warrants an assessment of cultural 

significance which is closely linked to value, not solely in terms of economic value but also as pertains 

to aesthetic, historical and ancestral value that a society may confer on a place or object. Assessing 

sites and defining significance can be a subjective process and must be guided by the principles of 

respect and social inclusiveness particularly for a culturally diverse society. 
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Criteria and conditions for the listing of properties of interest under the Act must be developed to 

effectively assess the outstanding national unique value of properties to guide the listing process. 

Value for this Policy means cultural and/or natural significance which is    nationally exceptional and 

of common importance for present and future generations of Trinidad and Tobago. In addition to 

criteria, thresholds must be applied for heritage listing. The threshold is the level of heritage value 

that a place must demonstrate to be included in a heritage list. The National Trust requires that a 

building or site must meet the national level of significance to be considered for listing. While the 

Trust recognizes the local level of community heritage in its Inventory of Heritage Assets, the Act refers 

to listing and protecting buildings and sites of national significance. 

Determining the level of significance is central to the assessment process. The first step involves 

determining if a property has heritage value, while the second step requires determination of the level 

of significance (local, national, or global). Upon satisfying this threshold, the Trust conducts a rigorous 

assessment process of whether the property meets the indicators of significance and criteria (See 

section E, F and G for criteria).   

The Trust has recognised that stakeholder engagement/consultations are key to this process to ensure 

that property owners, persons in possession, managers and other stakeholders understand the 

benefits and encumbrances associated with Listing under the Act.  The Trust has discovered that these 

engagements often assist with providing useful information for the assessment of properties. 

 

Indicators of Significance   

Significance for this Policy refers to the tangible and intangible values and meanings of a property of 

interest and can unlock the potential of a site by creating opportunities for communities to access and 

enjoy, and a space to understand the history, cultures and environments of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Trinidad and Tobago is recognised as a multicultural society, and the heritage preserved should 

adequately reflect its history of diversity. For this reason, it is critical that significance be thoroughly 

assessed prior to identifying a site for listing.  This also assists in prioritising resource allocation for 

protecting, conserving, documenting and promoting our properties of interest.  

Views on significance depend on perspective and can evolve as more information becomes available. 

The Trust not only actively consults with communities, agencies and other stakeholders with an 

interest in sites identified for listing but also remains open to alternative views and is cognisant that 

decisions on significance stand to privilege some memories while marginalizing or excluding others. 

When assessing significance, it is vital to understand, respect and document the context of a property 
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of interest, such as the events, activities, phenomena, places, relationships, people, organisations and 

functions that have shaped and continue to shape the property of interest. Given this, national 

heritage values identified in an assessment of a property must be described with precision, obviating 

ambiguity and inaccuracies which can give rise to challenges to both management and compliance if 

listed under the Act.   

The following criteria have been selected based on those applied to UNESCO World Heritage Sites, 

and other international best practices adopted in the Commonwealth in addition to the criteria 

identified in the National Trust Act.  

In order to be listed, it is recommended that all properties of interest meet criterion one (authenticity) 

and two (integrity) as well as one other criteria in this section. Sites or objects with outstanding 

natural, indigenous, or historic heritage value to the nation are considered to have national 

significance. These properties of interest reflect the lives of the people of Trinidad and Tobago in 

myriad areas at different times in our development and provide insights into our unique national spirit 

and values.  

 

 

1. Authenticity: 

The concept of authenticity assists in assessing whether the heritage value of a site is genuine or of 

undisputed origin. Authenticity is a “measure of the degree to which the values of a heritage property 

may be understood to be truthfully, genuinely and credibly expressed by the attributes carrying the 

values” (Stovel, 2007).  Authenticity only applies to cultural properties and to cultural aspects of mixed 

(mixed is cultural and natural) properties (see section G for natural site criteria). Authenticity can be 

compromised if the attributes are weak, for example if buildings collapse or are significantly changed 

far from their original character. Certain changes can sometimes be part of the value, so it is important 

to have a complete and detailed documentation to ascertain if there was any conjecture used in the 

reconstruction or changes. This documentation can assess to what extent the changes affect the ability 

to understand the value by understanding what techniques or traditions were maintained. In the case 

of archaeological sites (see section F below) conjecture or reconstruction might hinder and 

compromise authenticity by curbing the site’s ability to truthfully convey meaning. 

A major debate in heritage today is about how the authenticity of a place truthfully and credibly 

expresses its heritage values.  The following factors can be considered when assessing the authenticity 

of a site: 
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• form and design 
• materials and substance 
• use and function 
• traditions, techniques and management systems  
• location and setting 
• language, and other forms of intangible heritage 
• spirit and feeling 
• Other internal and external factors 

 

Cast iron detailing from 2019 Listed Property of Interest: Red House 

2. Integrity: 

Integrity considers two main factors: wholeness and Intactness.  

Wholeness refers to whether the site or object has all the elements necessary to tell the full story of 

the site. Wholeness refers to the ability of the site or object to convey significance. It is linked to 

considerations of authenticity. 

Intactness refers to the condition of the site or object in relation to the threats to its existence, and 

any risks in the environment surrounding the site or object. The central idea of intactness is the 

physical composition of the site and its significant features. However, while the intactness of a site is 

important, the Trust does recognize the value of a ruin, and as such can list and protect them. Many 

properties have fallen into disrepair and this should be differentiated from ruins which aim to be 

preserved in situ as a ruin and can qualify for listing. 
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A property proposed for listing should not be heavily threatened by development, deterioration or 

neglect which compromises its value. This means the property should not have substantial parts that 

have lost their value where no relevant features or attributes are present. It is important to document 

and explain honestly the changes and impacts on the physical condition of the property. The setting 

or surrounding area of a site can contribute to its integrity as a site may belong to a wider landscape, 

habitat or geological system or cultural system. For example, as it pertains to natural heritage sites, 

one aspect of integrity refers to any adjacent areas that are essential for maintaining the aesthetic 

value of the site.  

 

3. Historic Value: 

This refers to significant historic events, people, processes and moments that have had an impact on 

the country, i.e. it may have led to changes in the political, social, economic or cultural spheres. 

Perhaps it represents a notable historic period in the governance of the country or is an early example 

of settlement patterns or migration patterns of the First Peoples. This value can also be associated 

with an important phase of social development and reform or the development of an ideology which 

resulted in the establishment or change of social values or behaviours. The property can represent a 

cultural phase or movement including but not limited to the history of interactions between different 

communities or groups such as colonisation, forced/free migration, and changes due to epidemics or 

war. The history of important historical processes such as industrialisation, maritime or terrestrial 

infrastructure, transport or communication changes are also part of this criterion.  

Historic value also refers to a special association with the life or works of a person (or group of 

persons), for its importance or events in cultural history or for its association with people, patterns of 

domestic life, events, places and themes.  (See section E (ii) and E (V) below for further explanation) 

 

4. Rarity: 

Rarity can be applied to a property that has rare or surviving evidence of an event, phase, period, 

process, movement or way of life that was considered distinctive, uncommon or unusual at the time 

it occurred. This criterion looks at whether a property has distinctiveness in demonstrating an unusual 

historical, architectural, scientific, social, or technical attribute that is uncommon in its occurrence in 

the entire country not just in the local area. Rarity may consider the unique artistic excellence or if a 

piece is ‘one of a kind’. This can be something that was once common but now there are few surviving 
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examples. Rarity of a property is established by doing a comparative analysis to assess if a site has rare 

or endangered aspects.  

The degree of significance of any place or object is relative, and comparative analysis helps to 

determine how unique or uncommon a place or object is. Comparative analysis involves comparing 

the site or object to other examples of that particular type or class of site/object to determine if there 

are no others like it or to what extent it is unique.  

 

5. Representativeness:  

This involves comparison with multiple other examples or different types and classes of properties to 

ensure representation. The place or object should be representative of the particular type or class and 

it must be a good example of this.  Essentially, the point is to ensure that listed sites do not have a 

large number of overlapping values. There should be a high degree of integrity or a broad range of 

features that exemplify the type of class better than other examples to be considered for listing. This 

criterion seeks to ensure the listed sites have a diversity of attributes and values that represent the 

diversity of the nation.  

If a property closely matches the characteristics of another property a comparative analysis should be 

carried out to ensure there is no/limited duplication of represented values with listed properties. 

Limited resources for protecting sites means duplication of protected values should be avoided until 

there is a wide range of values represented. An analysis must be carried out with reference to 

information about the place or object’s type or history to showcase the new knowledge or narratives 

the property will bring to the list. Each place or object must be understood in the broader context of 

the national historical processes.  

Special considerations may have to be given for indigenous sites and archaeological sites. (See section 

F for more information) 

 

6. Social and Cultural Value: 

Social and cultural value is significant in assessing the intangible heritage of a property. Social and 

cultural value refers to properties that have strong or special meaning for any group or community 

because of social, cultural or spiritual associations and which can highlight shared connections and 

shared experiences. This criterion is used to describe the symbolic, spiritual value or special meaning 

ascribed to a property by a cultural group or community. This includes properties of commemoration 
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(such as war memorials), rituals, services and activities that represent a symbolic aspect of the past 

that a community or cultural group feels contributes to their identity. (See section E (ii) and F (iii) 

below for more information) Social and cultural value can refer to landmarks, spaces of cultural and 

social or recreational gatherings or sites of the social and political change in the history of the nation.  

This includes the aesthetic value of landscapes and picturesque attributes that are visually prominent 

or contribute to the identity and spirit of the place. 

However, a place may have social value to a community but may not have national significance based 

on assessment of the other characteristics.  Indigenous and marginalized groups may need to be given 

special considerations to ensure that they are represented in the process of prioritization of national 

heritage.  

 

7. Provenance (pertaining to artefacts, works of art only): This record is used as a guide to 

authenticity or quality and is critical to establishing historical and scientific importance. An object or 

site may be significant because of its provenance; a documented history of its existence, ownership 

and use, gives it a context in society at large or in the natural world, or in the more personal world of 

a known individual.  This helps to prove that an object or artefact has not been altered and is not a 

forgery, a reproduction or stolen. All artefacts or works of art should have an established provenance. 

 

2019 Listed Property of Interest: “Conquerabia” by Carlisle Chang 
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D. Considerations for what makes a building historically significant 
   
      

1. Timeframe: When was it constructed? The building must be more than (50) years old.  
    

2. Designer/ Architect: Who designed the building?  
• Was the building designed by a historic figure or architect of merit?  

3. Design/ Style: Did the architect use a particular style or tradition to create the design?  
• Is the design representative of a style in the history of architecture, or period?  

4. Construction: Who constructed the building?  
• Is the construction style representative of a traditional style in history, or 

representative of a style unique to a particular culture, country, village, etc.?  
5. Materials: What materials were used in the construction of the building or object? 

•  Were the materials used in construction unique, or in danger of becoming depleted, 
or no longer used in this type of construction?  

6. Alterations: Have there been changes to the building? 
•  Have changes over time adversely affected the historic character of the building? e.g. 

changes to doors windows, and roof design, interior partitions, which have altered 
the original appearance of the building?  

7. Function: Has the building always fulfilled its present function?  
• Does the present function of the building represent a historic and unique function 

which has been carried out through generations representative of a culture, or a 
significant person in history?  

8. Community Significance: Is the building or structure a historic landmark in the area which 
forms part of the identity of the area?  

9. Original Occupants/ Use: Who were the original occupants of the building?  
• Did any of the original occupants make significant economic, political, social, cultural 

or religious contributions to the community or society?  
• Were they leaders in those endeavours?  

10. Last Occupants: Who were the last occupants of the building?  
•  Can they make claims similar to that of earlier occupants?  

11. Significance: Did an event of historical importance occur in the building? These may include:  
a. -        Formal signing of a significant document  
b. -        A famous trial  
c. -        A meeting between important people  
d. -        An infamous event of historical significance  

12. Significance: Can the building be said to have illustrated a historical issue? It may be    
associated with an important or enduring historical development such as an old waterwheel, 
marking the development of an agricultural period or community political life marked by the 
house of the first mayor.  

13. Criteria: Does the building meet the criteria for listing buildings? The criteria outlined in the 
Act are as follows: 
(a) individual architectural merit; 
(b) historical associations, social and economic; 
(c) sociological interest; 
(d) technological innovation or virtuosity; 
(e) association with well-known characters or events; 
(f) group value, especially as examples of town planning. 

   
For further information, please refer to the National Trust Act, Chap. 40:53 (Amended by Act 31 of 
1991), Second Schedule, The Regulations, Item 4.   
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Cannon detail showing the seal of King George 3rd at 2013 Listed Property of Interest: Fort King George, Tobago 
 

 
E. Criteria for listing a building  

In determining whether a building (inclusive of its curtilage) should be listed as a property of interest, 

Council must give regard to criteria itemised in Regulation 4, namely:   

(i)  individual architectural merit 

This criterion refers to any building which possesses excellent craftsmanship or one associated 

with an architectural style of a period, or which can denote a time in history. These buildings may 

have been constructed with unique or now depleted materials, using techniques that are no 

longer in use or the knowledge of which is esoteric, or may have been built by influential architects 

with recognisable stylistic motifs. These can include commercial buildings, houses, bandstands or 

fortifications, and may exist in a modern environment in the vicinity or outside the context of their 

original existence.  These criteria are also used for non-building structures such as bridges, tunnels, 

wharves, silos, lighthouses, tramlines and other infrastructure, as well as transmission towers, 

power stations and refineries. 
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(ii) Historical associations, social and economic 

This criterion underscores how certain heritage can shed light on the former social and economic 

life of a society. If a building demonstrates historical connections with a particular pre-colonial, 

colonial or post-colonial era, then consideration can be given to listing the property for legal 

protection under the Act. For example, abandoned sugarcane factories have a palpable 

connection with the economy and society of Trinidad and Tobago. In other words, the social, 

economic, political underpinnings of Trinidad and Tobago society as well as financial status in the 

colonial era and the way this permeated the hierarchies of wealth, race, gender, colour are all 

connected to the sugar economy.  

(iii) Sociological interest  

Buildings that symbolise or reflect the social realities of the history of Trinidad and Tobago may 

be considered eligible for listing on the grounds of sociological interest. While it is recognised that 

sociological and historical interests are intimately intertwined, the sociological implications of 

historical value of the property of interest must be explained. In other words, investigation into 

the sociological characteristics of the property of interest is required to enhance and broaden the 

understanding of the historical context of its development, structure and function. Barrack Yard 

houses and the Magnificent Seven provide useful perspectives to the sociological and historical 

context of the colonial era in 19th and 20th century Trinidad.  Barrack Yards provide insight into the 

lives of occupants of low income housing, their shared community spaces and lifestyle changes 

whereas the Magnificent 7 bears physical testimony to the fortunes amassed from the booming 

cocoa industry of the late 19th and early 20th century that financed the erection of these stately 

residences around the Queens Park Savannah as well as the development of St. Clair.  

Moreover, sociological interest also extends to the present in terms of fostering improved 

cohesion and empowerment among members of a community or society. This is illustrated by the 

Statue of the Nepuyo chief Hyarima in Arima, which is considered to be of considerable 

sociological value as it is an enduring reminder not only of the legacy and contribution of the First 

Peoples of Trinidad and Tobago but also the continued struggle for recognition by this vibrant 

community in our multicultural society. This statue also bears relevance for the citizens of Arima 

and society overall serving as an emblem of unity in the course of nation building.   

(iv)  Technological innovation or virtuosity 

This criterion refers to works of art, science, engineering, technological feats, inventions or other 

works of creative genius which have had a profound impact on Trinidad and Tobago, and which 
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can be considered for legal protection. Railway Engine No.11 located on the eastern end of Harris 

Promenade, San Fernando has the distinction of being the first engine in Trinidad and Tobago to 

pull a public train using oil instead of coal in the year 1918. Furthermore, it is the only locomotive 

of its kind that was built by Kitson for export to South Africa in 1876 and is the sole surviving engine 

from an original fleet of 20 engines similarly constructed between 1875 and 1923 for Trinidad. 

Another example, this time a work of art, is the “Conquerabia” mural by artist Carlisle Chang which 

is displayed on the ground floor of City Hall in Port of Spain. This sculpture symbolically condenses 

some of the major moments and influences in the history of Trinidad and Tobago.  

(v) Association with well-known characters or events  

This criterion involves the establishment of connections between the property of interest and any 

character or event who/which left an indelible impact on the history of Trinidad and Tobago 

whether in the areas of politics, education, sport, science or other noteworthy field. Apart from 

buildings and sites, monuments or other properties of interest would be able to shed further light 

on events or historic personalities.  

Woodford Square is a place connected to watershed moments in the history of Trinidad and Tobago 

and is associated with major historical events such as the public rallies for self-government by Dr. Eric 

Williams during the pre-Independence period.  It has also been the centre stage for political activism 

in Trinidad and Tobago providing a platform for activists such as Makandal Daaga of the Black Power 

movement and was even the venue for the state funeral of Basil Davis, considered by many as a martyr 

of the Black Power Revolution in 1970.  

Located on Sweet Briar Road, St. Clair, Audrey Jeffers’ House, the eponymous home of the first female 

member of the Legislative Council of Trinidad and Tobago, provides yet another example of a building 

that is associated with an important figure in the history of Trinidad and Tobago. Audrey Lane Jeffers 

is renowned for her significant contribution to social work through the establishment of the Coterie 

of Social Workers in 1921.  The Coterie not only provided free lunches to underprivileged school 

children, homes for the elderly, the blind, "women in distress" and day nurseries to care for the young 

while parents were away at work, but also founded the first "Breakfast Shed" in 1926. For her 

tremendous contributions she was made an Officer of the Order of the British Empire in 1959 and was 

posthumously awarded the Chaconia Gold Medal for Social Service in 1969. Her former home, with 

much of its original architecture intact, is a physical reminder of the achievements and contributions 

to the nation made by Audrey Jeffers.  

Other examples of buildings associated with places and events include the Governor’s House (now the 

Treasury Building) on Independence Square, Port of Spain where the Emancipation Proclamation was 
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read in 1834.  Nelson Island marks a critical moment in our nation’s history, where migrants in the 

nineteenth century, most notably the indentured labourers from India, disembarked for registration, 

quarantine and admission to Trinidad, thereby changing the social and cultural landscape of the 

nation.  Charlie King Junction in Fyzabad is another historical site of national significance, marking 

critical events of the 1937 Labour Riots. 

(vi)  Group value, especially as examples of town planning 

Unlike criterion (a) which deals with the architectural value of an individual structural entity, this 

criterion recognises the collective value of buildings which are of architectural, historical, economic 

and social significance. These can refer to buildings of a certain period, built by a prominent architect 

or an architect whose virtuosity is newly discovered, and may be a group of buildings with diverse 

architectural styles but which are reflective of important design elements or historical associations. 

An example of group value can be found in the Woodford Square Heritage District which contains The 

Red House, The Old Fire Station, The Holy Trinity Cathedral, The Old Public Library, The Old Police 

Headquarters, The Cabildo Building and The Greyfriars Church site.  These important civic buildings 

and monuments exist in close proximity and are connected, not only by their beautiful architecture 

and outstanding design but by their vibrant and interconnected histories. 

 

2013 Listed Property of Interest: Killarney (Stollmeyer’s Castle) 
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F. Criteria for Listing Archaeological Heritage Sites as Property of Interest 
 

Archaeological sites are locations that contain physical evidence of past human activity. Protection 

and proper management of archaeological sites are essential for the study and interpretation of 

archaeological finds by archaeologists and other researches on behalf of and for the benefit of present 

and future generations. Archaeological sites can be subject to emergency listing as a new discovery 

would not likely be recorded on the Inventory prior to engaging the attention of the Council. The sites 

can then be added to the Inventory. These sites may be discovered by accident during construction, 

site preparation, agricultural and other activities which disturb the land, and even through vandalism 

or looting.   The following listing criteria allows for a representative sample of archaeological resources 

which may be protected under the National Trust Act.  

The listing process should be applied to archaeological sites that exhibit some or all of the following 
criteria and justified in a dossier:  

1. It must contain archaeological integrity, that is, it must be at least partially intact, having 
survived some or all of the post-depositional processes affecting sites. The site must have 
intact architecture, features, deposits, and/or living surfaces that can help archaeologists 
better understand past behaviour in a static (archaeological) context.  

  

2. It must have produced or have the potential to produce, significant scientific data for 
understanding past cultures. That is, a site must be significant enough to produce information 
to answer archaeological or anthropological questions posed by problem-oriented research. 

  

3. It may also be a site that is a rare site type, or the best-preserved site of a specific type, or the 
only surviving example of a once numerous type. It may also contain deposits or features that 
are considered to be rare or unique by the professional archaeology community.   

  

NB The listing process should be applied only if it is the best means of protection for the archaeological 
site. For example, maritime archaeological sites (including shipwrecks) in Trinidad and Tobago should 
be protected under the Protection of Wrecks Act (1994).  This prevents the duplication of conservation 
efforts. 

 
See Appendix 2 for the categories of Archaeological sites found in Trinidad and Tobago.  
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2019 Listed Property of Interest: Caurita Petroglyphs 
 

 

G. Criteria for Listing Natural Sites as Property of Interest 
 
A natural heritage site is a property that has natural features, geological and physiographical 

formations and delineated areas that constitute the habitat of threatened species of animals and 

plants and natural sites of value from the point of view of science, conservation or natural beauty. It 

includes nature parks and reserves, zoos, aquaria and botanical gardens. (UNESCO, Convention 

Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972)  

 

While the Trust recognises that there is other key legislation governing the protection of natural sites, 

most notably the Environmental Management Act 35:05 and related Regulations enforced by the 

Environmental Management Authority (EMA), the National Trust Act has the power to list areas, sites 

or places of natural beauty or repose that would be despoiled if it were to be altered by the 

introduction or removal of any flora or fauna or work of man. In addition any site serving as habitat 

for particular breeds of plant, animal, bird, fish, insect or maritime life that is likely to be despoiled of 

the introduction of a new species or removal of any or all of the species stands to be considered as a 

property of interest. In such cases the Act can provide protection of sites, even on privately owned 
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lands. The Pointe à Pierre Wild Fowl Trust is an example of a listed property of interest on private 

lands which serves as a nature reserve with unique flora and fauna.  It is recommended that the listing 

process should be applied only if it is the best means of protection for the natural site. 

  

For a natural site to be considered for listing it should meet one of the following criteria:  
 

1. A site that possesses uncommon, rare, threatened or endangered species of outstanding 
heritage value to the nation; 
 

2. Natural phenomena or areas of natural beauty and aesthetic characteristics valued by a 
community or cultural group; 
 

3. Significant on-going geological processes or landforms, or significant geomorphic or 
physiographic features. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2019 Listed Property of Interest: Tobago Main Ridge Forest Reserve 
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Analysis of natural heritage terms: 
 

Natural Heritage categories 
of investigation  

Examples of natural sites Reason for protection 

Breeders of a species, 
endemic species.  

Pointe à Pierre Wild Fowl Trust  

Asa Wright Nature Centre 

National, regional, or global significance 
of the species.   

Natural beauty, aesthetics  Great Icacos Lagoon 

Turure Water Steps 

Provides for ecological sustainability but 
also contains culturally compatible 
spiritual, scientific, social, educational, 
and recreational and visitor 
opportunities.  

Contains threatened species, 
endemic species.  

Forest Reserves that contain the 
Pawi 

Luminous Lizard found in the 
Tamana Caves. 

To protect biodiversity, maintain 
ecological processes and ecosystem 
services.  

Significant geomorphic or 
physiographic features  

Moruga Bouffe  

Fossils in Moruga  

Gasparee caves  

To protect the outstanding natural 
features formed mostly or entirely by 
non-human forces and to protect their 
associated biodiversity and habitats.    
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Part Two: LISTING PROCEDURE 

 

 

Overhead Image of 2019 Property of Interest: Nelson Island, Gulf of Paria, Trinidad. 
Source: Photographer Richard Ramirez 2020 
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Flow Chart 
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Step 1: Submission and preparation for Listing 
 

The Landmarks Sub-committee initiates the process by submitting properties of interest from the 
Inventory of Heritage Assets to Council for consideration as potential properties for listing under the 
Act.  The steps in this process are outlined as follows:   
 

i. Properties of Interest are selected and nominated by the Landmarks Sub-committee to the 
Council (from Inventory of Heritage Assets, properties under threat can also be submitted) 

ii. The Council may decide that one or more properties  be considered for listing and direct the 
Landmarks Sub-committee to research, compile and vet dossiers for properties it agrees to 
consider for listing by the Council.  

iii. Properties of Interest should be entered onto the Inventory before the listing process 
begins.  

iv. Properties included in the Inventory of Heritage Assets may be nominated by :   
• National Trust Council   
• Landmarks Sub-committee   
• National Trust Staff   
• National Trust Membership  
• Government Agencies  
• NGOs  
• Academic Institutions/UNESCO/INTO 
• The general public ` 

 
1.1 Compilation of a dossier for listing   
The dossier is a comprehensive document that contains the pertinent details of a heritage asset. This 
document must provide measurements, photographs, drawings, surveys, descriptions and other 
pictorial or dimensional impressions of the heritage asset. Information compiled in a dossier must be 
cited from reputable sources. The dossier shall include, but is not wholly confined to, the following 
categories of investigation. (Regulation 2(1))  
   

a. Historicity  
b. Rarity  

c. Uniqueness  
d. aesthetics 
e. Patronage  
f. Natural or outstanding beauty 
g. ecological balance 
h. Artistic excellence  
i. Provenance   
j. Caribbean patrimony  
k. Scientific attributes  
l. International repute  
m. Indigenousness to Trinidad and Tobago  
n. With respect to buildings (Regulation 4) (See Item 4 below) 

 
Dossiers for listing may be complied by National Trust Staff, a select committee upon direction from 
the Council, or accepted from members of the public but vetted by the Landmarks Sub-committee 
and verified by the Heritage Preservation and Research Department before the property is 
submitted by the Landmark Sub-committee to the Council for its determination.  
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(i) Regulation 2(4) provides that - “As soon as practicable after receiving the dossier the Council 
shall classify the property, and shall— 
(a) set aside the dossier, if in the opinion of the Council the property should not be listed; in 
which event the dossier or a modification thereof may be reviewed not earlier than six months 
thereafter, or 
(b) determine the grade for the listing of the property in accordance with regulation 3. 
(Regulation 2(4)) 
 (See Appendix 1 for grades) 
 

(ii) Dossiers for listing shall explicitly identify and describe the heritage asset by presenting the 
following:   

   
1. Property Name  
Dossiers shall include all common, historical and formal titles to limit ambiguity. This data shall 
be verified using historical research.   
   
   
2. Location   
The property’s location shall be stated within the dossier and may be subject to verification in 
consultation with the Land and Surveys Division and/or the Town and Country Planning 
Division (Ministry of Planning and Development,) or agency responsible for town and country 
planning.  The location shall include: 
 
• Street Address   
• Regional Corporation   
• Ward   
• Geographic Coordinates (GPS coordinates)  
   
3. Property Ownership   
 
The Name and Address of owners/persons in possession and the ownership type (freehold/ 
leasehold/State lands), where applicable, must be clearly stated in the Dossier for listing.   
 
• For properties classified as “Buildings and Lands”, the name and address of the 

owner/person in possession and the ownership type shall be verified by reference to 
a registered deed or Certificate of Title or State grant, or via consultation with the 
Ministry of the Attorney General and Legal Affairs, Registrar General’s Department.   

   
• For properties classified as “Property other than Buildings and Lands”, the information 

shall be verified by research in so far as reasonably practicable.   
   
4. Criteria for listing a building as a property of interest    
 
Dossiers for buildings must demonstrate national significance of a heritage asset by satisfying 
at least one of the following criteria for listing:   
a. Individual architectural merit   
b. Historical associations, social and economic   
c. Sociological interest   
d. Technological innovation or virtuosity  
e. Association with well-known characters or events  
f. Group value, especially as examples of town planning  

(National Trust Act, Chap. 40:53, Regulation 2. (2))  
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5. Grade and Criteria for Listing   
Pursuant to Regulation 4, Council determines the grade upon submission of vetted dossiers 
by the Landmarks Sub-committee.  Council considers the advice of the Landmarks Sub-
committee when making its determination. Alternatively, Council may set aside the dossier if 
it determines that it should not be listed and a revised dossier may be submitted for review 
no earlier than six months thereafter.  
 
The Regulations provide a distinct grading system for buildings and lands as opposed to other 
property; these grading systems are defined in the National Trust Act Regulations 3(2) and 
3(3) respectively.  
 

According to the National Trust Act with respect to buildings, including the curtilage, the 
grades are – 

Grade 1 – Property in which there should be no change, nor alteration to its shape or form, 
nor in or upon any material object, plant or other thing that may deform or deface the 
property; 

Grade 2 – Property in which material change may be permitted, provided that similarity is 
maintained in all respects as the original composition, shape and form; 

Grade 3 – Property in which there may be allowed (a) alterations to international non-
structural components and roof cladding material; or (b) specified alterations to the internal 
structure; 

Grade 4 – Property in which one or more of the facades or some specified part or area should 
be preserved. 

In respect to other property, the grades are- 

Grade A—an object or artefact made by man that is rare or unique or is considered to be a 
fine crafted example of its kind; 

Grade B—an area, site or place of natural beauty or repose that would be despoiled if it were 
to be altered by the introduction or removal of any flora, fauna or work of man; 

Grade C—a site or place which contains or breeds a particular species of plant, animal, bird, 
fish, insect or marine life, that is likely to be despoiled by the introduction or removal of any, 
or all, or a combination of, the species present, or by the introduction of any new specie; 

Grade D—a work of man considered to be of outstanding artistic merit or to be indigenous to 
Trinidad and Tobago or to the region; 

Grade E – A work of international repute that by circumstance of relation, gift or bequest, 
belongs or belonged to a citizen or a resident of Trinidad and Tobago; 

Grade F – an original manuscript, music score or other similar work that was written or 
composed by a citizen or resident of Trinidad and Tobago or by a person of international 
repute.  
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Step 2: Intention to List  

Once the Council accepts the dossier and determines the grade of the property it shall as soon as 
practicable give notice of its intention to list the property. (Regulation 5)  
 

2.1 Role of the Minister  
It is recommended that the Minister of the client Ministry be informed of the list of properties 
intended for listing. This Ministerial approval is mandatory before final listing in the Trinidad and 
Tobago Gazette, whereby the listing takes effect. (Section 8(2) of the Act).   
 
 
Note the following: 

• Cabinet approval is not required for the listing of property of interest. However, the Minister 
may use his/her discretion on whether to present the list for Cabinet approval or give approval 
without it. 

• A Cabinet note is not a substitute for the Minister’s approval. 
• A brief should be prepared for the Minister with excerpts from the dossier highlighting the 

significance of the site as well as the justification for listing it as a property of interest.  
 

 
2.2 Giving Notice of the Intention to List 
 

A Notice of Intention to List is issued to the owner/person in possession of property and shall provide 
information concerning benefits to be derived from preserving the property as a national treasure.  
Such notice shall be published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette AND in at least three (3) issues of 
ONE daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and Tobago. (Regulation 5) 
 

Regulation 5 – Notice of Intention to List 

Where the Council decides to list the property it shall, as soon as practicable, give notice of its 
intention to do so—  

(a) to the owner or the person in possession of the property and provide him with such 
information as may be necessary of the benefits to be derived from preserving the 
property as a national treasure; and  

(b) in the Gazette and in at least three issues of a daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and 
Tobago.  

 
It is important to note:  

• There is no set chronology for publication in the Gazette and newspaper and issue of 
notice to owners/persons in possession, the prescribed modes of notification can be 
effected simultaneously. However, they must all be completed before moving on to the 
next stage of listing.  

• The “Notice of Intention to List” sent to Minister, Trinidad and Tobago Gazette and the 
newspaper(s) shall contain the following: -   
a. Name and address of the property of interest   
b. Description of the property of interest: 

-Where a property is identified as “Buildings and Lands” the parcel of land upon can 
be described using boundaries and geographic coordinates.  
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- Where a property is identified as “Property other than Buildings and Lands” the 
property’s location shall be described as far as practicable using boundaries and 
geographic coordinates.   

c. Grade for listing  
d.  Signature of the Chairman (as evidence that it was approved by the Council) 
e. Date of signature 
 

• See excerpt of Notice of Intention to List published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette 
(Vol. 58, No.7 dated 17th January 2019) below. 

  
  

  
Excerpt from a Notice of Intention to List  
  

2.3 Publishing in the newspapers  

• Shop around for rates to publish in the newspapers (confirm in case there is a change in 
rates) and request budgetary allocation from the Council.  

• Liaise with communications department at the Trust to design page layout and to submit to 
newspaper(s) of choice. (The Notice should fit on one side of a page in the newspaper) 

• Note that the Act stipulates “three issues of a daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and 
Tobago” which means one newspaper can be used and the notice can be published on three 
different days. It does not require three different newspapers. 
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2.4 Publishing in the Gazette 

• For a government agency, publishing in the Gazette is free. 
• Once the Minister gives the approval for the list to be published in the Gazette, a cover 

letter must accompany the Notice of Intention to List form. (see 2.1 for Minister’s role in 
listing)  

• Email and confirm receipt of Notice of Intention to list by the Work Control Officer, 
Government Printery for publication in the Gazette.  

Address:  
Work Control Officer  
Government Printery  
55-57 Eteck Park  
Frederick Settlement  
CARONI  
 
Phone: 868-662-4877 / 868-645-0342 
Email: ttgovernmentprintery@yahoo.com 
 
 

2.5 Notifying property owners/persons in possession 
The Notice of Intention to List to owners/persons in possession is available in a standardised format 
and when completed shall be clearly labelled and dispatched via TTPOST registered mail and include 
the following information:  

a) Unique reference number linked to relevant file/folio number 
b) The verified address of owners/persons in possession  (note: Corporate Addresses for 

companies must correspond with the business address in the latest Annual return filed 
at the Companies Registry) 

c) Name and address of the “property of interest”  
d) The definition of a “property of interest” as stated in the Act   
e) The Council’s decision to list the “property of interest” and the benefits to be derived 

therefrom in accordance with Regulation 5 (a) of the Second Schedule of the Act.   
f) The grade for listing   

   
Cost of registered mail as of June 2020: 

I. Registered Mail Postage: $4.50TTD/envelope   
II. Postage Stamp: $1.00TTD/envelope   

 
• Receipt of the notice should be confirmed in writing via communication with TTPOST  
• See copy of Notice of Intention to List dated 12th September 2018 below. 
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 Notice of Intention to List addressed to an owner  
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  Step 3: Preparation of the Listing Forms  
 
The Act provides a broad definition of property of interest which includes monuments (building, 
structure or other work of man or nature), fossils, places or sites of natural beauty of national, historic, 
scientific or archaeological interest.  Therefore, this wide variety of properties is classified into two 
categories for listing “Buildings and Lands” and “Properties other than Buildings and Lands”.  
 
Properties included on the approved and published “Notice of Intention to List” are included in one of 
two “Forms for Listing” depending on the categories above; these prescribed Forms are vetted and 
supplied by the Chief Parliamentary Counsel, namely:   

a. Listing of Properties of Interest (Buildings and Lands)  
b. Listing of Properties of Interest (Properties other than Buildings and Lands)  

 
Preparation of these Forms is a critical formality in the listing of a property and must be completed 
with the highest level of precision. 
 
Note:  

• These prescribed Forms (as seen below) were approved by the Chief Parliamentary Counsel 
(CPC) for exclusive use in the listing process and therefore cannot be edited without their 
written approval. Any amendment must be submitted in writing to the CPC after obtaining 
the approval of the Council of the National Trust. 

 
3.1 Listing of Properties of Interest (Buildings and Lands)  
 

Buildings and lands are inserted in a specific prescribed Form and the following must be considered:  
• Fields/categories must be inserted in the prescribed forms prior to publication in the Gazette. 
• Some properties may not have all the information. For example, records lost in the Red House 

fire means deeds may be missing. It is therefore important to establish with the property owner 
the nature of the land tenure e.g. freehold or leasehold or obtain further information through 
the Land Registry particularly where the records are missing. Remember the Notice of listing 
can alternatively be issued to the person in possession, therefore one way to confirm an address 
is to request an updated utility bill from such person during consultations. 

• Searching for property records and obtaining cadastral surveys from owners or at the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, Commissioner of State Lands or Land and Surveys Division 
can be time-consuming and often takes several months. This process should be started long 
before the site gets to this stage of listing to avoid any delays. To avoid these issues, dossiers 
must include this information prior to submission to the Council for approval.  
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 Excerpt from Form supplied by the Chief Parliamentary Counsel Listing of Properties of Interest (Buildings and Lands) dated 
6th November 2018 published in Gazette Vol. 57 No. 173 dated 5th December 2019. 
 
This prescribed Form contains the following categories:   

• Details of ownership/person in possession   
• Legal Conveyance Registered Number of Deed/ Volume Folio (Real Property 
Ordinance)   
• Name of Owner/Person in Possession   
• Ownership Type (Freehold/Leasehold)   

• Description of Property   
• Property of Interest name and location including street address and 
geographic coordinates  
• Area of Land (either specified or found to be and expressed using metric 
system)   
• The city or ward in which the property is located   
• Description of land with reference to bordering parcels derived from 
cadastral surveys (This information can be requested from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Land and Fisheries, or Lands and Surveys Division.)  

• Grade for listing as approved by the Council. (This must coincide with the latest 
grade in the Notice of Intention to List published in the Gazette)  
  

3.2 Listing of Properties of Interest (Properties other than Buildings and Lands)  
Information on monuments and other artefacts (not building and lands) identified for listing shall be 
recorded  using the prescribed Form for “Properties other than Buildings and Lands” (see below). 
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Excerpt from the prescribed Form supplied by the Chief Parliamentary Counsel for “Listing of Properties of Interest 
(Properties other than Buildings and Lands)”. 
  
This Form contains the following:   

• Details of owner/person in possession  
• Provenance – the creation and history of the ownership and transmission of 
an object  
• Name of owner/person in possession   

• Description of Property   
• Location  
• Title of Property of Interest   
• Medium – the materials used to create, build or manufacture the property 

of interest  
• Maker and Date of Manufacture   
• Dimensions (metric, with original Imperial measurements, where applicable) 
• Grade for listing as approved by the Council. (This must coincide with the 

latest grade in the Notice of Intention to List published in the Gazette)  
 

 Step 4:     Listing a Property of Interest 
 

The final stage of the listing process: 

• The prescribed forms are prepared, vetted and submitted to council for approval.   
• A cover letter itemising properties for final listing is sent to the Minister (Client Ministry) 

requesting approval for listing of properties of interest with copy of completed prescribed 
form(s) attached.  NOTE: the Minister does not sign the final prescribed Forms sent to the 
Gazette for publishing.  

• Ministerial approval must be received before publication in the Gazette (effective date of 
listing) (Section 8(2)).  

• The Chairman signs and dates the final listing on the prescribed forms after Ministerial 
approval is obtained in writing. 

• This final step shall be done in the following order 
1. Obtain Ministerial approval in writing with signature of Minister 
2. Prepare at least five (5) original copies of prescribed form(s) for signature and dating 

by the Chairman of the National Trust 
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3. Provide one true (original) copy of the signed prescribed form(s) to the Registrar 
General  

4. Send true copy of signed prescribed forms and copy of Ministerial approval to 
Government Printery for publication in the Gazette 

5. Service of Notice of listing to owners/persons in possession of property of interest. 
 

 Upon publication in the Gazette the properties shall thereupon become listed properties of 
interest protected under the Act. However, this is not the final step in the process as the 
owners must be notified of the final listing in the Gazette. (See section 4.3) 

 
4.1 Role of the Registrar General 
The Registrar General and the Minister are supplied with true (original) copies of the “Forms for 
Listing”.  (Sections 3.1 &3.2) 

According to section 8(3) of the Act, a copy of the list as approved by the Minister must be sent to 
the Registrar General before publication in the Gazette.  

The Registrar General shall keep a separate and distinct index of all listings of buildings and lands 
made or revoked under section 8 of the Act.  

• The Registrar General shall cause every listing registered with him to be entered in the index 
of listings under the letter of the alphabet corresponding with the initial surname of every 
person whose property is intended to be affected by the listing, with the given names and 
surname, at full length, of every such person and a description of the property thereby 
affected.  (Regulation 6(2)) 

• In respect of listing, prior to the publication in the Gazette of any list prepared under section 
8 (1)(a) a true copy thereof as approved by the Minister shall be supplied to the Registrar 
General who shall maintain a register of all such lists and shall make that register available to 
members of the public on payment of the prescribed fee and the Registrar General shall 
forthwith include such list in such Register. 

  
 Recommendation: 

• Although the Act only specifies that copies of lists be sent prior to publication in the Gazette, 
a second letter to the Registrar General which includes the Gazette number and date, should 
follow the placement of the list in the Gazette which confirms the true legal character of the 
listed properties of interest.  Taking the additional step of providing details of the Gazette 
publication (date of effective listing) to the Registrar perfects this legal obligation.  

4.2 Publishing in the Gazette 

Once a true copy of the list (signed Prescribed Form) is supplied to the Registrar General the next 
step is getting the prescribed form(s) published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette. 

• For a State agency/entity (such as the Trust) publishing in the Gazette is free. 
• Once the Minister gives the approval for the list to be published in the Gazette a cover 

letter must accompany the Listing of Properties of Interest Form(s). (See 2.1 for 
Minister’s role in listing, and Step 3 for Forms for Listing). 

• Email and confirm receipt of Notice by the Work Control Officer, 
Government Printery for publication in the Gazette.  
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• A true copy of the Gazette should be obtained directly from the Government Printery 
upon publication. The online version of the Gazette is inadmissible in court. 

Contact: 
Work Control Officer  
Government Printery  
55-57 Eteck Park  
Frederick Settlement  
CARONI  

 
  
4.3 Notifying property owners/persons in possession 
The council issues a “Notice of Listing of Property of Interest” to the owners or persons in possession 
only after said notice is published in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette.  

The Trust shall also cause notices in accordance with section 8 of the Act to be served either— 

• personally or by post, addressed to the last known place of abode if within a postal district, 
on every person who is known to be the owner or to be in possession of any specific property 
which is the subject of a listing OR by posting such notice conspicuously on the said land and 
by publishing the same in at least three issues of a daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and 
Tobago, where nobody is in possession and the owner is not known. (s. 8 (5)) 

• Every such notice shall be signed by the Secretary or other officer on behalf of the Trust and 
shall specify the property listed, the date of the list and the date the same is published in the 
Gazette. (s. 8 (6)) 

Note:  Officers of the Trust refer to the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Treasurer and Secretary of 
the constituted Council. 

The Notice must be clearly labelled and dispatched via TTPOST registered mail and include the 
following information:  

• Unique reference number linked to relevant file/folio number 
• The verified address of owners/persons in possession   
• The Trinidad and Tobago Gazette number, volume and date of publication 
• Location of the “property of interest”  
• Area of Land (as published in the Gazette)  
• Statement and explanation of the Grade for Listing   
• The Gazette number and date of publication 
• Penalty for unauthorised alteration or damage or defacement of Listed Properties of 

Interest under the Act 
• Must be signed and dated by the Secretary or other officer of the Trust (Chairman, Deputy 

Chairman, Treasurer) 
• Receipt of the notice must be confirmed in writing via communication with TTPOST.  
• Affix seal of the National Trust (not the date stamp) 

Cost of registered mail as of June 2020: 

• Registered Mail Postage: $4.50TTD/envelope   
• Postage Stamp: $1.00TTD/envelope   
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Serving the Notice of listing of property of interest to the identified owner/person in possession 
completes the listing process, though listing is effective from the date of publication of the prescribed 
form(s) in the Trinidad and Tobago Gazette. See Notice below.   

 

 
Notice of listing of property of interest.  
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4.4  Appeals  
Pursuant to section 9 of the Act, a person aggrieved by the listing of any property may within 3 months 
of the date of listing (publication in the Gazette) appeal to the Minister in writing against the listing 
setting out the grounds of his appeal. (Section 9(1)).  As such, an appeal will not be accommodated 
prior to the final listing of the property of interest.  

The Minister shall consider the appeal within 6 weeks of the date of submission and make a 
determination either to dismiss the appeal providing his reasons in writing  or direct the Trust to 
revoke the listing and the Trust shall comply with any direction given by the Minister in that regard.   

Where an appeal is dismissed, the person aggrieved by the listing may appeal to a Judge in Chambers 
by originating summons served on the Trust and the Minister.  The Judge may, pending a decision on 
the matter, make such interim order as he sees fit to preserve the respective interest of the appellant, 
the Trust and the Minister OR dismiss the appeal OR order that the listing be revoked or amended. 
This Order amending or revoking a listing shall be deemed a list under section 8 and no notice shall be 
required under section 8(5). 

 

4.5 Revocation/revision  
Section 8 of the Act provides for the revocation or revision of any listed property. The Trust may revoke 
or revise such listing on the condition that Ministerial approval is given. Any revocation or revision 
shall be published in the Gazette whereupon the property shall cease to be listed property under the 
Act. Prior to publication in the Gazette, a true copy of the revocation or revision approved by the 
Minister shall be supplied to the Registrar General for entry on the Register.  Notice of the revocation 
shall be signed by the Secretary or other officer of the Trust and specify the date of revocation and 
the date it was published in the Gazette. Such notice shall be served personally or by post on the last 
known place of abode on every person known to be the owner or person in possession of the property 
which is subject to the revocation. Alternatively, where nobody is in possession and the owner is not 
known, the duly prepared notice shall be conspicuously posted on said land AND by publishing the 
same in at least three issues of a daily newspaper circulating in Trinidad and Tobago. There is no 
provision for any notice of intention to revoke in the Act. Revocation may also be effected by Court 
Order pursuant to section 9 of the Act.  
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2019 Listed Property of Interest: St. Joseph R.C. Church 

 

Conclusion 

There are three locations where a person can inquire or look up a listed property of interest once 
the process has been completed, namely: 

• The office of the Minister responsible for the National Trust 
• Registrar General (buildings and lands only) 
• National Trust of Trinidad and Tobago 

The Minister shall maintain a Register of all lists prepared under the Act and shall make such lists 
available for public scrutiny during business hours (s. 8(4)) The Registrar General shall keep a 
separate and distinct index of all listings of buildings and lands to be entered in the index of listings. 
(Regulation 6(2)) 

As the agency responsible for the listing of properties of interest, the National Trust maintains a 
register of listed properties of interest and true copies of the Gazette publication(s) in which they 
appear. It is advised that a true copy of the Gazette is obtained directly from the Government Printery 
for the Trust files. 

The owner/persons in possession of a listed property can continue to enjoy his property, within the 
rules of the listed grade; any change of use or alterations shall be subject to the Trust’s approval as 
well as planning and other legislation.  
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Prior to effecting any alterations to a listed property, the property owner/person in 
possession/developer must contact the National Trust and submit plans for alterations and change of 
use. The Trust works closely with the Town and Country Planning Division to ensure that listed 
buildings are developed and restored in accordance with the rules contained in the Restoration 
Guidelines.  The Trust can also assist owners of listed properties and properties on the Inventory by 
providing recommendations. The National Trust must be made aware of the proposed changes before 
a property owner undertakes a project with a historic property. All listed properties of interest will be 
subject to annual monitoring via in-person site visits and reporting by the Heritage Preservation and 
Research Department of the National Trust. 

 

 

  

http://nationaltrust.tt/?p=2599
http://nationaltrust.tt/?p=2599
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Appendix 1: Grades of protection 
 

According to the National Trust Act in respect to buildings, including the curtilage, the grades are – 

Grade 1 – Property in which there should be no change, nor alteration to its shape or form, nor in or 
upon any material object, plant or other thing that may deform or deface the property; 

Grade 2 – Property in which material change may be permitted, provided that similarity is 
maintained in all respects as the original composition, shape and form; 

Grade 3 – Property in which there may be allowed (a) alterations to international non-structural 
components and roof cladding material; or (b) specified alterations to the internal structure; 

Grade 4 – Property in which one or more of the facades or some specified part or area should be 
preserved. 

In respect to other property, the grades are- 

Grade A—an object or artifact made by man that is rare or unique or is considered to be a fine 
crafted example of its kind; 

Grade B—an area, site or place of natural beauty or repose that would be despoiled if it were to be 
altered by the introduction or removal of any flora, fauna or work of man; 

Grade C—a site or place which contains or breeds a particular species of plant, animal, bird, fish, 
insect or marine life, that is likely to be despoiled by the introduction or removal of any, or all, or a 
combination of, the species present, or by the introduction of any new specie; 

Grade D—a work of man considered to be of outstanding artistic merit or to be indigenous to 
Trinidad and Tobago or to the region; 

Grade E – A work of international repute that by circumstance of relation, gift or bequest, belongs or 
belonged to a citizen or a resident of Trinidad and Tobago; 

Grade F – an original manuscript, music score or other similar work that was written or composed by 
a citizen or resident of Trinidad and Tobago or by a person of international repute. 
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Appendix 2: Categories of Archaeological sites in Trinidad and Tobago 
 

Settlement Sites (Boomert 2000; 2016)  

Sites yielding deep midden (refuse) deposits intermixed with numerous finds of Amerindian 
material culture, food remains (such as animal bones and shells) and human burials. 

• Banwari Trace [SPA-28] 
• St Johns [SPA-11] 
• Chip Chip Hill [NAR-7] 
• Guayguayare [MAY-16] 
• Ortoire [NAR-4] 
• Palo Seco [SPA-19] 

 

Pottery Deposits  

Scatters of ceramic material and other artefacts found on the surface and shallow subsurface. 
In most cases, these deposits indicate temporary campsites, used briefly during hunting, 
fishing expeditions. These sites are distinguished from Settlements Sites by their relative lack 
of food remains. 

• Rock River Trace [VIC-5] 
• San Souci [SDA-1] 
• Anse Brisant [TOB-39] 

 

Workshop Areas (Flint deposits) 

Sites where relatively low amounts of food remains are found in association with tools and 
evidence of tool manufacture. These sites typically lack ceramic material. 

 

• Point Fortin 1 [SPA-16] 
• Savaneta 1 [CAR-2] 
• Scarborough [TOB-34] 

 

Individual finds  

Individual finds of archaeological material or artefacts, especially Amerindian stone 
implements, these finds indicate the locations where special activities took place such as 
manufacturing canoes, food collection and horticultural work.  

• BasterHall Reservoir [CAR-3] 
• Bloody Bay [TOB-62] 
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Appendix 3: Method used in analysing natural heritage  

in Trinidad and Tobago 
 

To gain an understanding of how the natural heritage sites should be assessed this section 
looked at the best practices and assessments outlined in the following: 

1. International Organisations and definitions. i.e. UNESCO (United Nations Educational 
and Scientific Committee), IUCN (International Union for the Conservation of Nature) 
etc  

2. Local legislation: Forestry Division, EMA, IFPAM TT (Improving Forest and Protected 
Area Management Trinidad and Tobago) etc.  

3. National Trust Act  

UNESCO and IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature):  

Conserving the diversity of life on Earth is critical to global human welfare. With the support 
of the World Heritage Convention, the most important natural sites receive international 
recognition as well as technical and financial assistance to deal with threats such as 
agricultural encroachment, alien species and poaching.  

To be inscribed on the World Heritage List, a site must have values such as superlative natural 
phenomena; represent major states of earth’s history, demonstrate significant ecological and 
biological processes and contain important natural habitats. The World Heritage Convention 
has provided international recognition to well over 10 per cent of the total area of protected 
areas in the world, providing crucial protection to our planet’s most important natural 
resources.  

UNESCO Criteria relevant to natural heritage:  

(vii) to contain superlative natural phenomena or areas of exceptional natural beauty and 
aesthetic importance;  

(viii) to be outstanding examples representing major stages of earth's history, including the 
record of life, significant on-going geological processes in the development of landforms, or 
significant geomorphic or physiographic features;  

(ix) to be outstanding examples representing significant on-going ecological and biological 
processes in the evolution and development of terrestrial, fresh water, coastal and marine 
ecosystems and communities of plants and animals;  

(x) to contain the most important and significant natural habitats for in-situ conservation of 
biological diversity, including those containing threatened species of outstanding universal 
value from the point of view of science or conservation.  

Local Legislation:  

There is no need to repeat the classifications already covered in other local environmental 
legislation. Instead the criteria will be developed in a way to fill the gaps for protection. Under 
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a new National Protected Area System (IFPAM), there are seven categories by which 
environmental protected areas in TT can be classified. The establishing of the new system of 
classification was born from the framework of the National Protected Areas Policy, mandated 
to select, legally designate and manage protected areas. The new classification system was 
adopted and amended for the local environment, from those set out in the International 
Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Protected Area classification, a globally-
recognised standard for defining and recording protected areas.  

The new system designates that protected areas can be classified as:  

Scientific reserves – Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these that are 
reserved or set aside because of their national, regional, or global significance. This 
significance can be attributed to outstanding biodiversity and/or geo-diversity that have been 
formed mostly or entirely by non-human forces.  

Scientific conservation reserves – Unmodified or slightly modified terrestrial, marine or 
freshwater areas or combinations of these reserved primarily to protect the long-term 
ecological integrity where natural forces and processes predominate. These areas are to be 
representative of original extent of the ecosystem, possess complete or near-complete native 
fauna and flora and be large enough to protect biodiversity, maintain ecological processes 
and ecosystem services.  

National parks – Natural or near-natural terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or 
combination of these are reserved primarily for the protection and conservation of large-scale 
ecological processes, and the complement of species and ecosystems characteristic of the 
area, and which also provide for ecologically and culturally compatible spiritual, scientific, 
educational, and recreational and visitor opportunities.  

National landmarks – Habitat or species terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or 
combinations of these which shall be reserved primarily to protect specific outstanding 
natural features (including landforms, seamount, submarine caverns, springs, waterfalls, 
mountains, sea coves geological features such as caves or living features such as ancient 
groves or archaeological sites) and their associated biodiversity and habitats.  

Habitat or species management reserves – Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or 
combinations of these are reserved primarily to protect particular species or habitats.  

Protected landscape or seascape – Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations 
of these reserved primarily to protect areas where the interaction of people and nature over 
time has produced an area of distinct character with significant ecological, biological, cultural 
and scenic value, and where safeguarding the integrity of this interaction is vital to protecting 
and sustaining the area and its associated nature conservation and other values.  

Sustainable use reserves – Terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas or combinations of these 
reserved primarily to conserve ecosystems, habitats and species, together with associated 
cultural values and traditional uses, through the implementation of natural resource 
management systems for the regulation of consumptive use of resources in these reserves. 
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These areas are generally large, with most of the area in a natural condition and where a 
proportion is under sustainable natural resource management. 

 

 

Analysis of natural heritage:  

The Act mentions natural heritage in a few places. However, in the regulations you get a 
clearer idea of what the boundaries of this category of protection might be. The Act also fails 
to mention exactly how this category of property should be managed nor does it state criteria 
for natural heritage sites. It is mentioned in the following ways in the Act:  

1. Definition of properties of interest: Properties of Interest means any monument and 
any fossil, place or site of natural beauty or national, historic, scientific or 
archaeological interest; whereby ‘monument’ means any building, structure or other 
work of man or nature, whether above or below the surface of the land or the floor 
of the sea, of national architectural, aesthetic or historic interest. 

2. The Mandate: (b) permanently preserving lands that are property of interest and as 
far as practicable, retaining their natural features and conserving the animal and 
plant life.  

3. The following are the dossier categories of investigation that are deemed pertinent 
to natural heritage :  

(b) rareity;  

(c) uniqueness;  

(d) aesthetics;  

(f) natural or outstanding beauty;  

(g) ecological balance;  

(k) scientific attributes;  

(l) international repute;  

(m) indigenousness to Trinidad and Tobago;  

4) Natural heritage is delineated under the following grades of protection as stipulated in 
Regulations of the National Trust Act, namely: 

(b) Grade B—an area, site or place of natural beauty or repose that would be 
despoiled if it were to be altered by the introduction or removal of any flora, fauna or work 
of man;  

(c) Grade C—a site or place which contains or breeds a particular specie of plant, 
animal, bird, fish, insect or marine life, that is likely to be despoiled by the introduction or 
removal of any, or all, or a combination of, the species present, or by the introduction of any 
new specie;    
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