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Welcome to this second issue of the Heritage newsletter. The 

Trustôs recent activities have been focused on Carnival to ensure 

better understanding and appreciation of our culture. The 

National Trust screened a heritage film featuring traditional mas, 

hosted a Carnival tour on Nelson Island with performances from 

iconic traditional mas characters, took members on an historic 

tour of Port of Spain to showcase various aspects of Carnival as 

well as to view  the Canboulay parade. 

This year, members can look forward to the 2nd Caribbean 

National Trusts and Preservation Societies Conference in May, 

the Heritage Preservation Awards later in the year, as well as bus 

tours and Nelson Island events including tours for school children. 

The National Trust is working to ensure that every citizen 

recognizes the importance of preserving our identity.  In 2016, we  

look forward to the continued support from members and all 

stakeholders. 
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In 2016, the National Trust proposes to undertake 

development work at the Nelson Island Heritage Site 

and the Banwari Trace Archaeological Site, for which it 

has direct responsibility. 

This development is geared to bringing both sites to 

greater prominence which would ensure that the 

citizens of Trinidad and Tobago are aware of the value 

and beauty of the heritage of the country, and that 

there is access to and enjoyment of these properties. 

During a visit to Nelson Island in January, contractors 

were invited to view the ruins of the Guardhouse/

Kitchen, and that of the Medical Officer/Gun Bunker for 

restoration of these buildings, and other remedial 

works to be carried out to existing structures.   

The National Trust is seeking to improve facilities on 

the island, which would see the Guardhouse being 

restored for similar use, and establishment of an 

Information Centre/Gift Shop and Museum.   

The development of heritage tourism is vital at this time 

given the slowdown of other sectors of the economy, 

increasing the need to diversify and the need for 

options beyond sun, sea and sand. 

These  restorative  works  will  depend  on  budgetary  

1.  DEVELOPMENT OF HERITAGE SITES 
allocations from the Ministry of Planning and 

Development. 

In the interim the National Trust is working to 

uncover all ruins on the island, while increasing 

the number of visits to the island, with regular 

cultural tours and new experiences. 

The National Trust is therefore forging ahead to 

ensure that heritage sites in the country are fully 

recognized and utilised by citizens and visitors to 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

±ŀƭŜǊƛŜ ¢ŀȅƭƻǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ ¢Ǌǳǎǘ ƛƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǝǾŜ ƻŦ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ƻŦ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΣ 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ǾƛŜǿŜŘ ǘƘŜ Ǌǳƛƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǝƻƴΦ 

 
Sangre Grande Post Office 

The Concerned Citizens of Sangre Grande have 

been expressing the need to protect and restore the 

Old Sangre Grande Post Office for many years.  

Through contact with the National Trust, talks 

commenced with TTPOST towards preservation. 

A ground breaking meeting was held in February with 

all stakeholders including the Concerned Citizens of 

Sangre Grande, National Trust, TTPOST, Lauriston 

Lewis Associates Ltd., Fire Services, Police Service 

and other community organisations.  

An agreement was reached with TTPOST to work 

with the community. The building is to be cleaned and 

secured in preparation for exploring its future use. 

Advocacy is a powerful tool, let us raise a voice and 

save our historic buildings. 
{ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ ǾƛŜǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ {ŀƴƎǊŜ DǊŀƴŘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ 
ŀƊŜǊ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƻƴ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ tƻǎǘ hŶŎŜ 
ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфллΩǎΦ 
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The National Trust hosted a primary schools tour of 

Nelson Island on December 8th, the goal was to bring 

to life the history of the island.  

Schools participating were Don Miguel Hindu, Iere 

Government, Diego Martin Government, Arima Girls 

Government, Hope Academy Preparatory and 

Beetham Government.  

Two hundred and thirty six students along with 

teachers were taken by water taxi to Nelson Island. 

The tour departed from the port of Port of Spain with 

information shared on the sights along the coastline 

and on the Five Islands. 

Upon arrival students were divided into two groups,  

while some viewed the film Changing Tides -The 

Making of Trinidad in the Mess  Hall, others went on 

tours and experienced re-enactments  in the garden. 

2.  PRIMARY SCHOOLS TOUR OF NELSON ISLAND 

A worksheet was provided to all students and teachers. 

It was a fun exercise intended to stimulate the 

recollection of the important details of events that took 

place on the island. 

The students viewed dramatic performances depicting 

portrayals of Tubal Uriah Butler, an Amerindian, 

Indentured Indians, enslaved Africans and a 1970 

revolutionary. The intention was to impress upon the 

young minds the peoples that impacted the 

development of the country. 

The students, teachers and parents alike were 

intrigued and impressed by this opportunity to make 

history come alive on Nelson Island. School tours will 

continue in 2016, as the National Trust aims to ensure 

that the student population understand and appreciate 

their heritage. 


